
Dispatchio di Machiavelli 

Greetings, thou erudite pursuers of diplomatic sagacity! Vfeleotte again to 
this perceptive journal of military and personal conflicts! I hop* that it 
will enliginten and expand your understanding of. Diplomacy and its variants. 

Both the third Diplomacy game and the first Colonia variant, designed by 
Fr*d Hyatt, are filled. Those enrolled in these should see page 5» The WK 
"Ditiki-Con* will be held sometime this August at Holmby Park in Bevengr Hills. 
Full details will b« forthcoming in the next issue of this publication. 

Much is mad » of the balance of pow*»r, and how important this strategy is 
in good Diplomacy. Few, however, CArry this principle to the potential em- 
pire situation o Pl«ase allow me to explain with an example; When Cesar Bor- 
gia took the Romanga and brought it within the Duchy of urbino, it was simple 
for his enemies to sen the gr*at threat that he presented to them. While the 
Duke was still weak, his opponents should hav« fallen on him and torn him to 
pieces lik» a pack of wolv*s. Their <»rror lay in estimating the danger of 
the man through his achievements, rather than his potential* The application 
to Diplomacy is apparent* 

To illustrate this, examine carefully the following situation: Tou have been 
approached by two of your neighbors who also neighbor each other, and each 
has asked you to go to war with him against the other. Of course, you tell 
<»ach that you accept his offer - but how do you decide who really to attack? 
Consider your neighbors* letters. Assume that one is typed meticulously, 
courteously, and tactfully, holding many tactical explorations of the opening, 
showing scrupulously the post linos of attack, A mime also that the other let- 
ter is handwritten in pencil on wide-lined paper, with several misspellings 
and diplomatic faux pas, and in general merely proposing an alliance. This 
letter shows signs of being from one not yet expert in the game of Diplomacy, 
and certainly far less powerful a player than the writer of the first letter. 
Now, many would pick the first as their ally, reasoning, "With his help the 
conquest of the othdr will be swift, and we can soon go on to bigger help- 
ings. Also I would not have this one for an enemy!" The fault in this is 
readily seen from imagining what would be the situation after the decimation 
of the other country. Tou would have gained units, it is true, but so would 
he, and his "bigger helpings" may well consist next of you! If instead you 
allied with the second neighbor, the conquest of the first would be diffi- 
cult, but could be accomplished with your guiding your ally from error. Then, 
when the conquest was complete, you would be in the commanding position, able 
to invade your erstwhile ally now, or even use him somuwhlle longer. Thus, 
it can often be said that an unlearned Diplomacy player may prove the more 
valuable, although this is certainly not always the case. 

The principle is cWr e Seek out and destroy your strongest onemies, re- 
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Th* Mast*r Machia vellian is a garr*7iin* of postal Diplomacy, its variants, 
and oth^r v/argan;*sT SubtTar* 12 for $2.50 {$2.86 airmail). Gam* f** is $1 
for regular Dip or #1*50 for Col onia , and lo-s not include a sub a TMM is 
pubb*d ovpry fourth Tuesday (wiTn varying results!) . . 0 Diplomacy, copy- 
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1974H0 EUROPE PLAYS MUSICAL UNITS Winter 1903 

AS ARMIES AND FWTS APPi^AR AND DISAPPj&AR! 

AUSTRIA (Klssner) t Build A Trie 'GERKiN Y ( Fu j ihara } s No change. ________ 

K^CI^lZJD(ZiiuacruAmi ) : Dulld -y-ton 1 TA L~Y { r gu so n ) * iiuiid ^ ftdnI7~F~NIp. 

FRANC^fOsheroff ?) : NRR{GM removes RUSSIA (Swabeck J t Remove F Bot; A Rum/r/Ukro 
FR^ p%t 9 F Hoi); A Par /r/ ftrfrfiPTi TURKEY(Lucero) : Build A Ank e 

Errors in Fall 1903 adjudications included Russia .losing only- on* v Germany 
gaining none, and du* to its annihilated Bulgarian fleet, Italy builds two. 
Thanks for helping find and correct these mistakes! 

1974H0 RUSSIA HANGS IN THER.& Spring 1904 

AS FRANCn GOi^S TO PlaCaS 

AUSTRIA (Kissner): NMR„ (Du* to mix-up, we think; Tom is probably still with us) 
ENGLAND(Zimmerwann): F Lon^ig; F Hol~Nth; F StP H; F Nwy S F StP; F Iri-Mid ; 
FPANC£.{0sheroff ?): HMR* CD 0 <^j/j*rV W% A Por K e // A Yor~Lon e — 
GERMAN Y( Fuj ihara ) : F Swe-D*n; A PinAfers A Sil S A Pru-War; A B*l~Bur; A 

Ki* H; A PaF^'T~Gas Ho 
ITALY (F*rgu son); F Nap-Ion; F Tyr-Wes; F Rom-Tyr; F- Spa (sc) -Mid ; A f4ar /h/. 
RUSSIA (Swabeck): A Gal-War; A Ukr S A Gal~War; A Koa S A' Gal-War. 
TURKEY ( Luc ero) : F Bla S A Con*; F Aeg S A Con*; A Con* H; A Ank-Rnn 0 

* * due to mix-up, read all "Con" references as w BUL ff /i AU&JLSTt yt 
—Austrian unit positions (all H): A Tri, F G re. A Ser.f A Rum, A Bud, A mt« 

Summer retr»ats and Fall moves du* %$ f$Lf*-* As ToTtrancfi • 8 apparent CD, 
w ill David Letwin jonce a_3riaa_stajad^by-Jcit^-^^ Thanks! Reminder: submit 
wh*never possible preliminary first-set ord*rs, in case of mail trouble. 
Jon Reich, 1443 Jonesboro, L<.A 0 CA 90049 UoS.A. Press follows • » . 

BUCHAREST, RUMANIA; 21 Nov. »03s "Field Marshal Gratestdorf today made pub- 
lic details of the breakout from S*rbia. 'Early on the morning of October 
1st our illustrious armed forces opened with a brutal artillery attack on 
the Russian positions. With their heads in the air the Ivans tunned and ran. 
There was sporadic surrendering for the next week, however, as our troops 
took control of the country* ♦ Rumania is now completely occupied by the Aus- 
tro -Hungarian army which Is now preparing for even greater gains in the 
future." 

TRIEST^, 4 Dec. '03; "The raising of a fourth Austrian army was announced 
here today by the King. This army will be commanded by General von Tueur, 
who was adjutant to Field Marshal Gratestdorf during the 'battle 9 e f or Ru- 
mania as well as having been in charge of all Po0 o W 0 camps containing Ru- 
ssian prisoners." 

Ankara Herald-Advocat* . 23 D*c 0 '03 J "Word was received today that our 
victorious armies nave succeeded in re-occupying the province of Bulgaria 
again, and ousting the Italian forces which had sought to annex it to Italy. 
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1974H0 Press (cont e ): "—Sine* the Italian governmnet of King Ferguson I 
was 'persuaded' to not only vacate the province but also to disband the 
occupying forces, HIM The Sultan has rescinded his request for a declara- 
tion of war pn that country. He stated also, however, that any further 
incursion into our territory, at home or overseas, would be dealt with im- 
mediately withall^measures necessary.*"" 

New Y6rk Freedom , 24 D*c. »03: "Congress today passed legislation res- 
tricting the activities of certain U.S. news publications as damaging to 
the interests of the United States, namely the Hew York Journal and the New 
York florid for their slanderous and innacurate reporting which has causeST"* 
numerous headaches for the White House. Simultaneously the State Depart- 
ment announced that the U.S. 2nd, 4th, 6th, and 7th Fleets have been placed 
on action stations to enforce President Roosevelt's extending the U.S. sea 
boundary another 100 miles "into the Atlantic to prevent hostilities from 
arising needl*saly«," ; 

Vf3NH&» 14 Jan. »04: "The King today ordered all Russian troops to leave 
Auswia^Hungftry. Failure to comply .with, the King's order will result in 
the^dej^i £t\y&ttr Bju^aalan qNgp&JybftUfa King's jails as mill as the 
aWSgs^r of th^^m&Sn army -pe^v!at'"^ugi^r^^^^ 

Washington Post , 15 Jan. '04: "In response to the apparent collapse of 
the French government, th* President has given the go-ahead to the U.S. am- 
phibious forces to carry out the occupation of endangered French territor- 
ies est Madagascar and Indo-China <, The 15 battleships which were to have 
been exchanged for these lands have not been delivered, due to the difficult 
situation in what is left of France." 

Baghdad Bugle » 16* Jan. »04: "In response to recent tensions with the U.S.A. 
HisTmpelTlETTSjftsty The Sultan today requested that the National Assembly 
vote increased expe^detures for the garrissoning of our New World possess* 
ions, and the construction of ships to protect them. In hia State of the 
Empire message, H.I.M. also announced his new civil service program, which 
will institut * co*p*tativ*» examinations for some 75% of the civil service 
positions, tfo* Assembly is expected to pass both measures before March." 

Toronto Tribune,. K Jan* »04: "In the first election, or balloting, of its 
kind ever to be coi 



Lucted in Canada, the overwhelming (o73t) -number of the 
citis»ns, have a^eed to the political and national union of the United States 
inada! Wiai iftth »latlon, mgreat crowds filled the streets, cheering 
tion that ho* Canada's problems both internally and with Great Bri- 
cease. The French Canadians, primary backers of this union, are 
from merely *l*ted <► . ."-; 

Xg*%J#kt. ? eW«ti ^«mwrt»to; 

»nt policy groups was copv-ned at the Constantin- 
ople Hotel downtown. It is reported that they hav* formed an opposition 
party, as yet un-osmed, which will attempt fo defeat the ruling Ottoman Im- 
p-rial and I^e^e. Progressive parties coalition itt November- elections. 
Their party ;tflifefdMch|I called for loyalty to the. Sultan, exposition to co- 
— — *— nding the franchise, and freeing the Arah southern 

own way. More activity if expected this, summer, when 
ss Is planned." - . .< ? , 5 

cate r 6 ^eb. »04: "In response io the recent formation 

of the Turkish, Liberal Partv in Constantinople, ■ HI» The Sultan today an- 
nounced .that he ej^ura^ all parties* even opposition ones, and that no 
aotion shall he taxen agftlnst the T.L.P., since that would be-/ jcounter to the 
demc^ra^ic ideals he has used in reforming the Imperial govemaieat. He 
hopes mat all of his subjects will feel free to join whatver party they 
choose, and feels heartened that the people are unafraid of reprisal enough 
to form a party such as the T.L.Po" 

The Tinea (via Turkey), 15 Mar. f 04: "H.RoH. Zimmermann I today announced 
that our znd, 3rd, and 5th fleets are on station at the Turkish New World 
possessions. He wishes to reaffirm our alliance with Turkey, and stated 
that our ships shall aid the Turkish fleet in defending their property. He 
also reported that some American gunboats were sighted near Grand Bahama 
Island, but that no contact was made." 
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES 
AS FLftbTS SabM TO Bii TH*. NAKa OF TH& DAT 



Wint«r 1900, 



AUSTRIA { Lucero ) : Build A Bud, GERMANY { Swabs ck ) 2 Build F Berlin* 

ENGUNDiBehnenj^Reo^ns same. ITALY(Weswig) : Build F Naples. 

FRANCE* Carter): Builds F Mar, F Bra, RUSSIA (Fox) :F Rum/r/0TB; ; build A Sev, 
A Paris. TURKEY (Pepper); Build F Con, l j£ SMy, 
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TURKEY PURSU&S ATTACK ON RUSSIA 
AS AUSTRIA AND ITALY MOV*. TO DaSfl&OY BOTH 



Spring 1902 



^Ser S AUS A Qr'a- 






AUSTRIA(Lucero)? : F Ion-Eas; A Vie-Gal; A Bud S A Vie -Gal; A Gre S ITA A S*r. 
ENGWND(Bataen)3vENrg~NAt; F Nth C A Nor-Yor; A-Nor-for. ; 1 V 
FRANCE ( Carter ) t P Lon-Wal; F Bre-Eng; F Mar-Spa (sc)'; A Spa-Por; A Far-Pic* 

A Bel S GER A ftuh-Hol* 
GiiRMANY(Swabeck): F Ber-Bal; F Den-Nth s A Ruh-Hol; A Sll-^af 0 
XTALY(Weswig): F Nap- Ion; F Aeg 5 'AUS' F Yon-Sasi A Apu Kg J> 
BUI /nso/* * 

RUSSIA (fox ) t>-Ji«Lfciii / , . „ 

TURKEY (Pepper): F Coh 5 A Bui;? ? Rutn "5 A Bui' ; F Swy-Aeg; A 'BU^ 3 F RumT 

Whenever pom^i 
is game ^14 

90049 u.5M 



Summer retreats and Fall movWfs due'Sf^lftCftf*. ^minder; au 
sible preliminary first-set outers. r ih case of All trx>ubleV 
predicted to be m "quickie*. ^Jon Reich, 1H3 Jc^sborb, L.Jr. y* yw^y « 

Vienna Tribune * 12 Jan « '02: "His Majesty the fitaperor-Kinf, f(f)) todaj , ~- 
convened the first session of the newly formed Austro- Hungarian Parliaments 
In his State of *h* Empire-Kingdom Address he officially declared illegal 
the Hungarian Parliament which convened in Budapest three days ago, and pro- 
mised -that, if that Parliament would officially disband itsej# as a na tonal 
government 9 he would allow it to reconvene as the Hungarian Provincial A3- : , 
sembly« A respottse trb His Majesty's offer Is expected within * week:." 

Budapest Blaser] , 13mJan 0 f 02: "The Hungarian Parliament was officially 
diascirett today i3 a close 190-185 vote. In response to this action, H0M0 
the Smperor-Kitogfofficially returned the city»s garrison to its normal re- 
serve status, butr stated that the troops would be used to augment the Buda- 
pest Police Deptv If th^y are unable to end the protests and riots that hive 
plagued the city^for the past we»k. In response to the dissolution, the Mag- , 
yar Seperatlsfc Party today neld its third protestj this time' in front of tj& 
Parliament House Itself. Police were able to break up t hp crowd, with only " 
minor damage to^lAe^ building a^^^^ expected- tj*te rl&a, k ira^^t^^ »» 

r^uo^^%v%lS n f6^tn% ne3pfe%^ ^. ^^ w f_ 




for others believe to be part of a conspiracy led by the S 
ment ((What Serb gov't? Can* t the Italians keep control?) r 
b^en here ofl^» «t%te visit, as Bosnia-Hercegpvina has only r 
annexed to the Dual Monarchy. The heir-apparent, Archduke 
is expected to ascend the throne*" 

ST. PmR$8U&V'&* r ^b* ^ wneii ttiked 

tary situation la this NW#at of wars, commented, *I lifted 



govern-; *f 
Majesty ha4 
$ntly berin 
' ,i;Ferdlriau||^ 

mili- 



it, but things hare gone way down hill, Iri fact! the^ssia^^tlSwo^Sr^ l*i 
is all out of gaW^ It's B^n *6od while it lasted, 'but ((nearest % 

English translation *F— k it*)) let someone else be the Balkans* protector! fm , " 

Psague Press . 19 Feb* » 02 J "His Majesty the Arctauke was officially swom 
in today as the fourth Emperor-King of Austria-Hungary, in his first offi- 
cial speech, he declared a two-week mourning period, with all flags to be 
at half-mast, government offices to be open ha If -days, and all businesses 
to be, closed on, Saturdays. He also, called, for an end to the recent protests 
in Budapest, and promised to hear the complaints of each political party—" 

(CONTc PA.GE 5) 
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(1975AV Press cont. that would send a spokesman, starting on Mar. 6. 
It was reported, that after a brief period of celebration, the protesters 
in Budapest have broken up in response to the request of His Majesty." 

The Times (via Turkey), 20 Feb. '02: "His Royal Highness King Behnen II 
today sent a letter of condolence to the Hfcp«ror-King of Austria-Hungary 
on the death of his uncle, Franz Joseph. In the letter, H.R.H. promised 
that, should any of the conspirators surface in England, they shall be ex- 
tradited immediately to Vienna for trial." 

SQHEWHoRjt; IN SIBa&IAr "Tsar Russell I has asked that the capital be moved 
fro* at; Petersburg to a secret location in Siberia, and eventually to St. 
Petersburg, Florida, in the United States of America. To this extent, Rus- 
sia declared war on the U.S. and has captured Alaska and is presntly bom- 
bing tos Angeles, California; deliberately MOT bombing Taraana, and only 
bombing Wiley Carter's future home, Jon Pepper's future home. Jon Reich's 
future home. Ac* *c, &c • • •* ((Ha ha mine hasn't been built yet!)) 

B3&LIN, 2l Feb. >02l "Today Kaiser Erich I declared that, in response 
to the assassination of the Baiparor-King of Austria-Hungary , a two-week 
laournliut period l>vto begiilt t omciTow . It is hoped tvbslj t.hcafi jresiiQnelble 
ff&r TOfrf et inaH ^^i^iT^^i^w M sodn^as^ssiole.*^^^^ 

Vienna Herald, 3 Apr. '02 1 "Today the trial of the two suspects and five 
co-conspirators involved in the assassination of Emperor Fran* Jnmph Ian 
mpRmi ftna Xftat mmmmt *Xxji on Feb. 16 began. Both the prase cution and the 
defense have spend the last month preparing their cases, and the trial is 
expected to last for several weeks, fa. M. the Saperor-lCing has stated 
only that he wishes the guilfiy to be punished, and has been busy with af- 
fairs of the state," 

* * ♦ * * 

FINALLT, COLOHIA CAME BaGIHS? 

Ton all have your maps. Or should have them I Michael 0. Homeler, 23d 
H. Bowling Ctareen Way, L.A e CA 90049 will GM ((whatta massochist! ))• A Mil- 
i«>f«Js^ i |ii- T fcffl VTtt**"* — this will be TMM #3(vl)o Spring 1750 
orders dueWiX&y. &atingsSl AUdW*TJ 
AUSTRIA : Ron Stephens, 515 Borough ftd., Tacoma WA93403 — owes $0.00 
EHOLARD: Karl Scheuts, 20 Toledo L.. Wlllin^boro, NJ 08046 - owes iO.OO 
FRANCE: Terry Luc^ro, 17045 Olmeda Way, Ban Diego, CA92127 - owes *0.00 
WETtteRUWDS: Fred 0* Hyatt, A00 State St., Brooklyn, ItT 11217 - owes |0.00 
PORTUGAL: Viley Carter, 10626 Blyt he Ave., L.A. CA $0064 - owes #1.50 

~~WK&9iffi *4.00 

TUHKEt: Richard Greenwell, 26 Pond Rd., Sidney Mines, RS B1V 2X4 Canada - paid 



1 



When printing the maps, we l*ft but the names of the sea provinces_on one 
of the sh*mts. It shouBfl be changed to read like t,hX»^^)!9^^^ M % 
This should be a very fun game. Please, be modera t e *'* V^^fW^ J 
with %he; amount of press sent inl^. ftjt 4o sand somel j**v^ ^ 



Also. a»**W *r A" 



►ano 



iOMSI 

Tup, rm unt^Boredman # assigned. Spring 1901 
orders due^ir J£0^« GM Jon R*lch, 1443 Jonesboro Dr., 
Los Angeles, California 90049 U.S.A. Casting: 
AUSTRIA : Brian Bourns, 196 O'Connor St*, Apt. 2; Ot- 
tawa, Oafcario K2P 1T6 Canada. . 
EHGLAND: Jim Diehl, 500* Nonaandal* Highlands Dr., Bloomington m 55437. 
FRANCE: Jon Pepper, 3542 M»i*r St., L.A. CA 90066. 
GERMAN!: Russell Fox, 5160 Donna Ave., Taraana a 91356. 
ITALI: Terry Lucero, 17045 Olmeda way, San Diego CA 92127. 
RUSSIA: Martin Dunn, 283 Flora St., Ottawa Ontario KIR 5S1 Canada. 
TURKEY: David Let win, 2226 Manning Ave* CA 90064* 

Baay © n the press, but do send some? Preliminary sets of orders 0«K o 



DAS.-DOTSCHaS AFKUCA KGRPSs HISTORY AMD ANALYSIS 

by Timothy Lee 

FAR? : TXI Italia:* Artill ery a Armored Cars 

Itai^n artillery was de^epit, to say the least* The bulk of them ware 
of Austrian and Gerc&n ari^'.u, designed at the turn of the century and cap* 
tured or received as bcoty during World V/ar I* Being vintage pieces, they 
lacked such modern refinements as good traverse and elevation* as well as • 
recoil devices, , requiring. ;their grows to frequently relay tfe&ir guns when 
in useo Many ware still mounted on cassions drawn by horseatl), with the 
only concession So . progress "being the replacement of their steel shod wheels 
with, rubber ones*; Versatility was also lacking, with most Italian guns 
rarely firing more than one type of shell. Ammunition for $hose weapons 
had been stored in dumps since 1918, and due to the resulting spoilage, a 
distressing number became dud's* Also, 'the,, chronic shortage, tof motorized 
transport 'f9rce^,Jte">infi»tw,^ naul their own artillery tttjEfa* batt&gw ^ 
fieHv V geia^at/dClTO oTnic3^^y~lir~it^ cru^OT^ornU - 

Hie best Italia^ 75mm gun was undoubtedly the Krupp -patterned Ansaldo 
75/27 of 1911, Elevation and traverse was relatively good on this 1-ton 
field piece* Tne?5/27 could' fire a 141b projectile at a velocity of 1730' 
fps from a rang£ j6f 11,200 yda 0 ■ 

A more typicaf Italian gun was the 100mm Field Howitzer 100/.17* This 
KV-ton howitzer had a low muzzle velocity of 1335 fps and a short range of 
10,12%" yds. Although its 301b shell could easily demolish a tank, its low 
velocity made such a hit unlikely, and its short range put it at a severe 
disadvantage in desert artillery duels. 

The Ansaldo 105mm Howitzer 105/26 was considered to be the finest Italian 
field piece of World V/ar II, comparable to the United States own iQ5mm how- 
itzer*, Based orr .the French Schneider design, it possessed the reliable, 
accurate, and smooth recall of that famous gun. It was also one of the f^w 
Italian pieces to fire shaped charges* 

The Italian 149/40 heavy gun was a modern design based on older models 
of this 6 in caliber, incorporating improvements in ammunition, range, and 
velocity. It fired a 931b shell at a velocity of 4600fps. The 149/40' a 
most efficient use'" came a* «■ ^If^vc^.rllr.C, ft^V.ery *l^e* mounted an an . 
^Icngat^d M13/41 chassis* . Aud th«r.-3 wera oUi&rs* 

me ^/mm bf/j* was xoaxy r s principal ?.ntiwtatr> idn* lor 4 g?x-b2rr^lled ver- 
sion was th» ( miift armament £f th^ Ml3 tanks. While the 47/J2 was employed j|a 
t^ariy-S°irioventasi " ^i^hing 5^21bs, it nad one of the smallest ranges of all 
its desert contemporaries (3 , #00yds } , even shorter than the British 2-pounder 
or the German 37mm PAK 36. Muzzle velocity wasalmost negligible (820fps), 
accounting for its rapid obsolescence as an AT gun 0 

The best guns w*>r« in the anti-aircraft branch* Based on at Krupp d»sigDi- 
th'*i :75mm 75/27 of 1918 was the first AA gun to be made in Italy* Its low 
velocity of 1500fps was nevertheless used to good effect as a mobile AT gun 
mounted on a 5™cylind«r di^s^l Lancia truck* Its successor, the 75/26, was 
a better weapon with a high muzzle velocity of ov°r 2500fps f and had a range 
of 5 miles.. It was used primarily as an AA gun* 

The excellent Ansaldo 90/53 was on« of Italy's most modern weapons, out- 
ranging e V « n the famed German n 88 ft (32,000yds vs<> 26,500yds)* It fired its 
221b shells at a lower velocity (2,690fps vs* 2756fps), but th« 5«l~ton 90/ 
53 still proved to be a most formidable weapon in battle, and was mounted on 
both Lancia trucks and 1-13 chassis (making the Semovent** 90/53 the best of 

the gories ) o 

Thus, Italian artillery was generally obsolete and thus characterized by 
low muzzle velocity, poor mobility, insufficient versatility, and short range 0 
The vast number of gun types (ov^r 30 different calibers) in service made re- 
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supply impossible, and caused nany a battery to fall intact to the British 
wh*n its shell supply was exhausted* While their crews were not expected to 
fight on when their supporting units had fled or surrendered (an all too 
frequent occurrence), they usually did, firing their guns untij. the enemy 
armor had literally overrun their positions, Italian artillerists were well- 
trained and handled their old equipment with skill and accuracy, but it was 
simply not enough* 

While Italian tanks were of questionable value, Italian armored cars and 
transports were excellent* The Italian automotive industry had not languished 
under tfr» Fascist regime, and continued to produce vehicles of hirfi quality 
and advanced design. 

The AB 40 Autoblinda (armored car) was ^specially designed for desert war- 
far** This 7-ton AC was aras»d with a 20mm cannon in its turret and two Breda 
3d machine guns* Although its riv»t«d armor was *>ven thinner than that on 
the M13s, the plating fitted snugly in place, and the vehicle presented a 
relatively low .profile. well engineered? the AB 40 was powered by the reli- 

cross-country ability and endurance. Their 3 -man crews excelled innight 
raids against British supply columns 0 

An improved version, the AS 4&, wfts introduced in 1942. The crew was in- 
creased ito 4> road spe«d lowered to 50mph, and range was ov«r 300 miles. The 
AB 41 had many excellent f»atur«s, including independent suspension, 4-wh«*l 
driv« and storing, 5-speod gearbox plus an overdrive (giving it a wider 
rang« than most ACa), and could b» driven in either direction (much like the 
8-wheeled bd*Kfs. 231). However, the turret could only hold one man, and 
visibility was limited* But despite these shortcomings, the AB 41 was one 
of the finest ACs to come out of the desert war* 
^ Italian transport was also excellent, but like most good things in the Ita- 
lian Army, there were never enough of them, and the shortage forced the in- 
fantry to walk to whenever they w«r» going* Moreover, the huge losses of 
existing transport (ov-r 1500 vehicles were captured during O'Connor's offen- 
sive alone ), were only temporarily made up for by the use of captured British 
equipment, since maintenance of en-my vehicles was difficult. If not impossible. 

NEXT: ITALIAN ORGANIZATION AND BGCjRiN*; OPaRATIOS CRUSADjuR AND ROLL'S 
biiCOND OFPANblVbo . 1 k 

. * * *C * * 

1 A RISING STAR 

by Peter Homeier 

. . * The bolt exploded at. the rear o£ the party 0 Five of the party's mem- 
, ^b er a< d* i uyp"0^ tu ; fcfan floor^ithSta: garments burning furiously as their charred 
f Eskinf 'gffVMup hidffeus.cPaw. Another of the party slid down, uncon- 

k Jscious and jdffiOBti d<fgre« bunds over 90% of his badjr/-- he would not last 
jlong, if gnS&lOKll* V ^ ■'■ w 

I Those of th^ pasyy left vd##ua<Lly untouched prepared to do combat as I 
rushed back into the passageway from the room into which we had previously 
forced entry. As the *y±\ magic user prepared to use his power once more, I 
desperately let off with a charm-person spell, which, to our great surprise 
and relief (as you can well imagine), succeeded! 

We had by now had quite enough of this expedition, and decided to depart. 
Jtaile the others searched the scorched remains of our companions in the hope 
of finding something of us«, I investigated the person of my controlled person 
(trid). The jeweled sword was obviously the instrument of power of this 
magician, and as such was bound to be of his alignment (Chaotic )« The scroll 
was for casting a mini-lightning bolt, such as had been utilized against us. 
The "trid" was not disposed of. for we intended to make as much use of his 
magic for ourselves as W* could* 

Then, we wont back and investigated the room we had discovered just before 

l (CONTo N'SXT PAGia) 



disaster struck. Our very meticulous search turned up absolutely no- 
thing^-^n^w* retired back to th* / passageway to disappointedly . regroup* 

yudd^ply /; as we^were about to leave, once again the door leading from the 
pa^sage^y in which we were assembled to the jrain entrance hallway swung 
ope^ ? , and igain we saw before us a tail dark figure clothed in featureless 
robe 3? '"'ft* fore any action could be taken' on our part, we saw tha evil magic 
us»r point his fing-r at us aud mumble a few unintelligible words, and in 
th* twinkling of an. :, y?., thr-' .of ou^ people crumpled to theufloor, deep in 



rath the second AVil 



magKian my charm 



jl»e^ ? ^eaving o^y'kyf^lf and -sui <*If land, of coarse, my trid) unaffected, 
x i^ejdi^ t^ly re'iujrn^a Jwith a sl^ p spell of my own, and had the satisfac- 
tiotf of * seeing my 'adversary crump to the floor* I hurridly advanced with 
thp intent of slitt4&g the throst-t of the, sleeping magician and thus relaas- 
injj^e ^r*6t .of ^Qur; i .jpiarty, when., to -my gr>-at -surprise, and chagrin, the evil 
asa^ic^'uspr I bad, fJLrgZ charmed .turned to me and captured me with a charm 
sp°lf':b^. his. .own'! ^ ' .. , ; . • . • . 

X dm, "not. it, t irJ% 'Viieve. pcisibl* that he could do that- to m», but 

wli«rf"^^scj(^iie^ y»t l ^^dfe'c|fei^Pt t a)aej- 1 " * J ~ - 

™i-2«rf~ j _ 

ap j ll must ha V s b^n broken • *, ; 

A3 the elf bega%]te moy*» up to u,s, sensing: something was wrong, my charmer 
qu^cjfely b*gaji .^is^eriT^. orders to Instructing me to kill my fri«nd* As 
X swnk aroi^d .ahd* ^jg^hat- £ *ijr> Mill, ; raised- my>. mace high, prior to bringing 
it Vraihlng down uppn Jilie h?lm-o£ i'y elvish fii*md, th» elf suddenly saw 
what had occurred and "successfully w*nt off with a charm-person spell of his 
own af^inst my ctam*?, wher*»upon I froze, motionless. 

The elf forced* ]fiia> trid to re^ase me from his charm, and I quickly slit 
the throat of the sleeping evil' magician, and slowly the others staggered 
to thpir feet» Quickly reforming, w> proceeded to the hallway door to have 
a Took around, ; Imping a dagger to the throat of the magic user charmed for 
a s«e!onqL time.- 

wi? peered o^t 3 Into t ho hallway, we hoard the sounds of marching feet 
coming from the direction of the stairway we had first descended.. Then came 
their, shadows, a&a as they emerged into : yiew we^saw tljem to be a party of 
'Oreir-- nothing very bad except for oh^'s^^I'^rai^acHs "they were armed with 
bows,, whic^ can, b»,i very lethal ^^ins^v^rfirt^teTi"^^ feVe.l«-:abov«» the firera. 

quicfeiy ducked back inside land leaned i^lnst " theJ^bjary' keeping it shut 
against the pushes of the Own^ w feTt. vuffe to attest entry « * / 



* * * * 
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Ihis issue wa« -^pn^^^i^s*} ^ expeetfdi mext 

The Master Machiavellian 
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ur game has begun! 
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